
1 - Discuss Florida Divorce Proceedings with an 
attorney. Understanding how the process of filing and proceeding 
with a Florida dissolution of marriage is key to moving forward.   
While the process seems intimidating and difficult, getting realistic 
expectations and perspectives will help you to prepare accordingly for 
the issues that may present themselves over the course of your divorce.

2 - Openly Discuss Child Custody and Child Support.  
No joint venture is more valued than the children of two spouses that 
are divorcing. Having good and open communication with your spouse 
about dividing time and support of the children is the most important 
step that you can take in avoiding conflict and litigation moving 
forward both in a divorce and after a finalization. 

3 - Gather Your Financial Documents. Florida courts 
require that spouses exchange financial documents with one another, 
whether they are residing together or not. You must file a Petition 
for Dissolution of Marriage, and once your spouse has been served, 
you must provide your mandatory financial disclosure within 45 days.  
Getting your information together ahead of time is a great way to not 
only prepare for what you will have to turn over, but it is helpful in 
building a realistic picture for post-divorce budgeting.

 ◇ PROOF OF INCOME - pay stubs, checks, or any other form 
of proof that shows how much money you make;

 ◇ TAX RETURNS for the previous 3 years;
 ◇ BANK STATEMENTS - collecting statements for checking 

accounts, savings accounts, money market accounts;
 ◇ PROOF OF OWNERSHIP of any assets such as retirement 

accounts, stock accounts, or vehicles
 ◇ CREDIT CARD statements
 ◇ MORTGAGE documents, deeds, and mortgage statements
 ◇ PERSONAL FINANCE statements

At some point, our clients reach the time when they realize that it’s time to really consider divorce. In doing so, we counsel 

them to consider these 8 important areas before taking the steps to file for divorce.
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4 - Establish Your Own Personal Credit. Applying for your own credit cards, prior to filing for divorce, and separating 
financial accounts is a wise move to establish your own credit prior to divorce. In many instances, when couples divorce, this has 
an impact on their credit score, and their financial status. Taking steps to assert financial independence prior to filing is helpful 
before filing for divorce when you will be limited in what steps you can take during the process of divorce. 

5 - Value and discuss marital assets and accounts. As a matter of course, when divorcing, marital assets and 
accounts will be divided. Therefore, having communication about how you and your spouse plan to value and divide assets can 
cut down on litigation and issues that will cost you time and money during the divorce process.

If you entered the marriage with assets, or liabilities, understanding that those are non-marital assets or debts that you will retain 
is an important factor. Determining what assets or debts are considered marital or non-marital will help to avoid future conflict 
with your spouse. 

6 - Close Joint Financial Accounts.  In order to avoid 
one spouse taking control of a joint account, or taking the 
money out of the joint account, establishing separate accounts 
and closing joint accounts is a smart approach to handling how 
financially both spouses will handle post-divorce financial issues.

7 - Build a  Post-Divorce Budget. With any life change, 
stress ensues. Having a clear picture of your financial forecast, 
after the dissolution of marriage is finalized is a great way to be 
able to not only deal with expenses as they pop up during the 
process, but also in your ability to make plans for your future.

8 - Hire an Experienced Divorce Attorney. Talking 
to a experienced family law attorney who can help you to 
navigate the process is a great first step, but establishing a 
client relationship where you have a strong advocate for your 
best interest is essential in making the divorce process both 
manageable and successful for you. Make sure that when you 
are interviewing attorneys that you have a good feeling and 
similar mindset about how you want your case to proceed.
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